
Seminar 7  
Discussion 

Conclusions 



 
Which part of the paper is the most 

difficult to write? Why? 
  

Abstract 
Introduction 

Methodology (Materials and Method) 
Results 

Discussion 
Conclusion 

 
 



 
Which part of the paper is the most 

difficult to write? Why? 
  

Abstract 
Introduction 

Methodology (Materials and Method) 
Results 

Discussion 
Conclusion 

 
 



 
In Discussion / Conclusions it is essential to: 

  
1) be clear what you did and what 

other authors have done 
 

2) highlight your unique contribution  
 

3) discuss limitations of your findings 
 

4) state what the applications and 
implications of your research are 

 
 
 



Differentiating yourself from other authors 
 

NO!! It was found that … 

•  ? 
 

•  ? They found X. 
•  They found X. 
•  They found XThey 

found X 

They found X. We found X. 
Our findings show that ... 

  

THEM   YOU 
  YOU 



Ex 43 



Use ACTIVE and WE  
to distinguish between you and other authors 

1.  GOOD! In 2017, we confirmed that Italian dogs 
are more intelligent than British dogs [25]. 

2.  GOOD! In 2015, Carter suggested that dogs are 
more intelligent than cats [36]. 

3.  OK! In 2015, it was suggested that dogs are 
more intelligent than cats [Carter, 36].  

4.  NOT OK! In [36], it was suggested that dogs are 
more intelligent than cats. 

5.  DISASTER! In 2014, it was suggested that dogs 
are more intelligent than PhD students.  

 

 



be clear what you did and what other 
authors have done 

 
 



Bilingualism 

Do Exercise 44 



Original 

Bilingual children were found to show a greater adaptability to new situations 

and demonstrated a greater ease in communicating confidently with adults 

[Simons, 1995]. As result of an extensive search for bilingual children in ten 

European countries, 149 children were identified (Table 1).  

 
 

Readers need to be able to understand the subject of the verb 

immediately (were found – by who?). Don’t force them to wait till the 

end of the sentence. 

 

Use the most appropriate tense: the simple past (were found) is 

frequently used to describe YOUR work not that of others. Use the 

present tense to talk about known facts discovered by other people. 



 

Original 

Bilingual children were found to show a greater adaptability to new situations and 

demonstrated a greater ease in communicating confidently with adults [Simons, 1995]. 

As result of an extensive search for bilingual children in ten European countries, 149 

children were identified (Table 1).  

Revised 

Bilingual children show a greater adaptability to new situations and 

demonstrated a greater ease in communicating confidently with adults 

[Simons, 1995]. Simons investigated children from the US 

and Canada. On the other hand, the focus of our study 

was Europe and as a  result of an extensive search for bilingual 

children in ten European countries, 149 children were identified (Table 

1).  
 



 

                   impersonal forms vs we 

 

Simons investigated children from the US and 

Canada, whereas we studied children in Europe. We 

conducted an extensive search for bilingual children 

in ten European countries and identified 149 children 

(Table 1). One hundred and twenty two children with 

parents of different nationalities were assigned  
to a group (hereafter Group A). We found  that those 

children with parents … 

 

 



Not making the distinction clear between 
what YOU did and what OTHERS have 

done causes more confusion for the 
reader than any grammatical or 

vocabulary mistake. 
 
 



Highlighting your findings 



Telling 



Show 

Don’t 
tell 



Show 

Don’t 
tell 

The large difference in mean 
size between X and Y is 
particularly interesting. 
 

X showed a massive 
increase, almost ten times 
that of Y. This is 
fundamental because it 
proves for the first time that 
… 
 

Interesting for who? 



This is one ridiculously long paragraph containing all kinds of information about 
everything that you can possibly imagine and conceive.  This is one ridiculously long 
paragraph containing all kinds of information about everything that you can possibly 
imagine and conceive. Here are my findings you will be lucky if you can see them here 
buried in the midst of this ridiculously long paragraph containing all kinds of information 
about everything that you can possibly imagine and conceive. And now I will continue with 
this ridiculously long paragraph containing all kinds of information about everything that 
you can possibly imagine and conceive. So here we go again with this ridiculously long 
paragraph containing all kinds of information about everything that you can possibly 
imagine and conceive. This is one ridiculously long paragraph containing all kinds of 
information about everything that you can possibly imagine and conceive. This is one 
ridiculously long paragraph containing all kinds of information about everything that you 
can possibly imagine and conceive.  This is one ridiculously long paragraph containing all 
kinds of information about everything that you can possibly imagine and conceive. Here are 
my findings you will be lucky if you can see them here buried in the midst of this 
ridiculously long paragraph containing all kinds of information about everything that you 
can possibly imagine and conceive. And now I will continue with this ridiculously long 
paragraph containing all kinds of information about everything that you can possibly 
imagine and conceive. So here we go again with this ridiculously long paragraph containing 
all kinds of information about everything that you can possibly imagine and conceive. This 
is one ridiculously long paragraph containing all kinds of information about everything 
that you can possibly imagine and conceive.  
 



This is now a much shorter paragraph. This is now a much shorter 
paragraph. This is now a much shorter paragraph. This is now a much 
shorter paragraph. This is now a much shorter paragraph. This is now a 
much shorter paragraph. 
 
This is now a much shorter paragraph. This is now a much shorter 
paragraph. This is now a much shorter paragraph.  
Here are my findings, which you can now see quite clearly.  
 
Note how this paragraph is also quite short. In fact, it is shorter than the 
previous and following paragraphs.  
 
This is now a much shorter paragraph. This is now a much shorter 
paragraph. This is now a much shorter paragraph. This is now a much 
shorter paragraph. This is now a much shorter paragraph. This is now a 
much shorter paragraph. This is now a much shorter paragraph. This is 
now a much shorter paragraph. This is now a much shorter paragraph. 
This is now a much shorter paragraph. This is now a much shorter 
paragraph. This is now a much shorter paragraph. This is now a much 
shorter paragraph. This is now a much shorter paragraph.  



Highlighting your findings 

    Begin a new paragraph 
    If possible, use ‘we’ and active form 
    Use shorter than normal sentences 
    Keep the paragraph short 



45 





What does the editor 
want to read in your 

letter? What does the 
editor NOT want to 

read. Why? 



 
 
Dear reviewer 
I thought the paper was fine in terms of grammar and syntax, but 
as you noticed there were some mistakes, so I would like to know 
where they are in order to solve them and improve the paper. 
Moreover you noticed that there were some problems in the 
figure too, would you mind to suggest me some advice to make 
them clearer? 
To conclude I feel the references which you suggested don’t fit 
completely, do you mind to explain why should I include them. 
Kind regards, 

Which is better –this one, or the next? 







Please find attached the revised version of our paper 
entitled xxx (manuscript No. 547646). 
 
We found the referees suggestions very useful and 
have modified the manuscript accordingly. 
 
1)  The English has been checked by a mother 

tongue professional editor. 
2)  The figures have been modified, and made more 

concise. 
3)  We have included the suggested bibliographic 

references. 

We hope that you will find the revised manuscript 
suitable for publication. 
 
Best regards 



Please find attached the revised version of our paper 
entitled xxx (manuscript No. 547646). 
 
We found the referees suggestions very useful 
and have modified the manuscript accordingly. 
 
1)  The English has been checked by a mother 

tongue professional editor. 
2)  The figures have been modified, and made more 

concise. 
3)  We have included the suggested bibliographic 

references. 

We hope that you will find the revised manuscript 
suitable for publication. 
 
Best regards 



There are no studies on ...  
 Have you actually checked every single paper in the 
world? 

 
The literature has not discussed ... 

 Are you 100% certain about this? 
 
This is the first time that principal agent theory has 

been applied to ... 
 What about that recent study in China? 

 
Results often conflict with each other ... 

 Have you investigated all the results? 

 

How can you be so sure about what you say? 



As far as we know, there are no studies on ... 
  
To [the best of] our knowledge, the literature has not 

discussed … 
 
We believe that this is the first time … 
 
Results often appear to conflict with each other ... 

 

I want my paper published, so I am 
more modest and open to other 

interpretations 



 
In Discussion / Conclusions it is essential to: 

  
1) be clear what you did and what 

other authors have done 
 

2) highlight your unique contribution  
 

3) discuss limitations of your findings 
 

4) state what the applications and 
implications of your research are 

 
 
 





Perata’s Law Pre-empt* the referee. 
Describe the limitations of your 

research + all possible objections. 
 

* prevenire 



Typically you will talk about your limitations  
in the Discussion  

and also in your reply to the Referees’s Report 



 
 
 
 
Typically what kind 
of limitations do you 
have in carrying out 
your research? What 
are the limitations in 
the results that you 
have achieved so 
far? Discuss with the 
person sitting next to 
you. 





Don’t present your limitations  
in a negative way. 

 
Unfortunately, the sample size was small 

…  
 

Moreover, there were some discrepancies 
in the … 

 



Only the reading part 



Strategy 

1) LIMITATION We were unable to access the 
data on X because such data are not available in 
the public domain.  
 
2) JUSTIFICATION Other studies found the same 
problem (e.g. Lu 2012, King 2013) and decided to 
focus only on Y and Z. 
 
3) SOLUTION We are currently in the process of 
collecting data on X, and this will be the subject of 
a future paper. 
 
 



What’s the problem with this? 
 

Our method is not able to describe all the 
variables involved. The same tool was used 

for conducting a similar research with an 
American sample, and the results were 

reliable and representative. 
 



           Original 
 

 Our method is not 
able to describe all 
the variables 
involved. The 
same tool was 
used for 
conducting similar 
research with 
American samples, 
and the results 
were reliable and 
representative. 
 

             Revised 
 

 Our method may not be 
optimal for describing some 
of the variables involved. 
However it is optimal for x, y 
and z. In addition, exactly the 
same tool was used for 
conducting similar research 
with  American samples 
[Williams, 2013]. Williams' 
results were reliable and 
representative and were in 
fact used by the US 
government. 

 



1 Always mention your 
limitations 

 
2 Present your limitations 
using positive language 

 
3 Justify your limitations 

 



 
Don’t end your Discussion (or 

Conclusions) by talking about your 
limitations.  

 
End with something very positive – this 

will be the reader’s final impression. 





Spot the difference 





CONCLUSIONS: present perfect vs past simple 

 
 

present perfect: to describe 
what you have done in the 
PAPER itself  
The present perfect is typically 
used with verbs such as describe, 
outline, present, propose, show, 
highlight. 

 
past simple: what you did in 
your RESEARCH.  
     

We have described a new method 
for comparing languages. We have 
shown that it can be used in 
several situations. 
 

 

 

We used an innovative method to 
achieve our objective. We 
investigated the use of several 
languages. We used XYZ software 
which produced some interesting 
results. 



will 
 

to refer to future research 
 
. 

Future research will 
address the problem 
of .... 



will may sound arrogant 

Do NOT use will 
to refer to the 
implications of 
your results. 

The present findings will 
help other researchers to 
explore the mechanism of … 
= should / may help 
 

Further studies will be able 
to demonstrate this with more 
accuracy. 
= should / may be able to .. 
 



Don’t force readers to make a mental effort 

Discussion: do not 
just mention other 
authors’ work that 
supports your own 
results and force the 
reader to make 
connections. 
Instead, show how 
their work supports 
your results (or justify 
why it doesn’t). 

Conclusions: do not 
just make a summary 
and force the reader 
make their own 
conclusions.  
Instead, tell them 
clearly why you work 
is so important and 
what the implications 
are. 



So, what does it all mean? 

EXERCISES 49 and 50 







Remember that the 
Conclusions may be the last 
the reader reads or that the 

audience hears. 



What should you do when you 
have finished writing your 

paper? 



What you probably want to do 



What you should do. 



Cut drastically – words, sentences, 
paragraphs, tables, figures, even 

subsections. 
 

Only leave what readers need to know. 
 

You can probably delete 25% without 
removing useful content. 

 
 



You will discover the joy of 
destruction. 



And your referees and your 
readers will be very happy! 



What other important things 
should you do when you have 

finished writing your paper? 



For every paragraph you write, ask yourself: 

Will the reader understand why I have done x,y,z?  
 
Will the reader understand why it is important? 
 



Check: 
- paragraphs are not too long 

- concordance  
- spelling 

- letter to editor 
 
 

      get colleagues to check too 





Thank you! 


